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The Soldiers of 5 Special Forces Group bid farewell to Col. Christopher Conner and
welcomed home Col. Mark Mitchell during a change of command ceremony Aug. 14
at Fort Campbell.

Conner and Mitchell are considered to be two of the most experienced senior leaders

in the Special Forces community, said Brig. Gen. Michael Repass, the U.S. Army
Special Forces Commanding General.

"Today we are saying goodbye to one of our most combat experienced senior
leaders,” Repass said in his remarks to the audience.

"He has served as a long-tabber in two wars and everything in between. We also
welcome a commander that has also seen extensive combat in multiple theaters."

Both Conner and Mitchell have spent much of their time in Special Forces with 5"

Group, including Operational Detachment-Alpha, company and battalion commands
before taking the 5" Group command. When Conner took command in the summer

of 2007, Mitchell served as his Executive Officer.
--CONTINUED ON PAGE 3--

CSM Pettemgill receives the 5th Group
colors from COL Conner during the
change of commandceremony

CHAPTER OFFICERS

By Douglas G. Overdeer i Communications Director, Chapter 38

| retired from 5th Group as the Group S3 in October 2007. | spent 18 of my
24 years in the Regiment with 11 years in 5th Group. | am a lifetime member of
the association but until recently was a member at-large. | was invited to the
August meeting and was asked/volunteered to take on the newly created role of
Communications Director. | have looked over the membership roster and come
across many names | know from my time in Group and have met many members
for the first time. | am looking forward to working with the officers and members
as | figure out what exactly is the role of the communications director.

We have a very large chapter with members all over the United States. One
of the first things | want to do was to bring back the newsletter to better inform
our members. | was told that it has been quite some time since our last
publication. Ironically, the last time a newsletter was published was when then
LTC Chris Conner relinquished command of 2nd Battalion to LTC Ashton Naylor.
| am sure that there is absolutely no correlation to the publication of The Beret
and the Chapter wishes the Conner family well in their future endeavors and
adventures while we welcome back COL Mark Mitchell and his family.

| have two immediate priorities that | am working on. The first is
reestablishing a quarterly newsletter to be published in December, March, June,
and September. The second priority is to update the website. Based on the
length of time since our last newsletter, | have restarted the volume and issue
numbering. | hope you enjoy this first iteration of the new version of The Beret.
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Year 2009 is coming to an end and finally we have the
newsletter up and running thanks to the new Chapter
Historian Doug Overdeer who has been appointed as the
Communications Director. The Chapter has been busy
with its many projects that support the 5th Special

Forces Group, the families of these warriors, and the
alumni of the 5th Legion. Some of these projects are:

the 5th Group Memorial Bike Ride where all proceeds
from this event goes into the Chapter 38 SFA Casualty
and Family Assistance Fund, the Chapter 27 Special
Forces Benefit Fundraiser in St Louis which helps the
casualties and families of our warriors and families of the
5th Legion, and the 5th Special Forces Annual Reunion
which brings Special Forces alumni and the warriors of
the 5th Special Forces Group together to celebrate the
activation of 5th Group on 21 September 1961 thus
passing the torch from the vintage warriors to the active
rock hardened warriors
reunion included awards given to Jack Bonner for his
lifetime service and support of the 5th Special Forces
Group and Chapter 38 and to Darcie Stocker Chapter 27
for her unselfish dedication to the Special Forces Benefit
Fundraiser in St Louis and her support of the 5th Group
both in St. Louis and here in the Ft Campbell area.

Many things have changed since the last newsletter such
as a change in leadership in the National Officers which
has seen a change of the old guard to a more open
minded group of officers. This year is election year for
National and the Chapter and one of our own chapter
members, 3" Group CSM Terry Peters, is running for
Secretary at the National Level. The chapter has
endorsed and nominated Terry for the position and
believes that his leadership abilities and qualities will
help the National Office improve and will also give the
Chapter a member at the national level.

On the Chapter level, | have reached my two term limit
once again and will pass the gavel to a new president
this spring. | encourage more of the warriors retiring
from the Regiment to step up and make a difference in
the Chapter by running for office and bring new ideas to
the organization. There will be another article on the
nominating process in the newsletter. Also, the 2nd Vice
president will be an active duty Chapter member who will
be available to keep the Chapter informed of 5th Group
activities and requirements. The current 2nd Vice
President is COL Joel Woodward, Deputy 5th Group
Commander.

As this year ends, | want to say thanks to all that have
served as officers, worked the many committees and
functions and to the numerous people and businesses
that have donated to the Chapter and 5th Group
activities this past year.

ser’

A Tip of The Beret goes out to Chapter members
Wendell Greene and Tim Rogers for serving
Thanksgiving meals to the 5th Legion and their families.
Also helping on the serving line was the 101st
Commander LTG Campbell and CSM Camacho along
side with COL Mitchell, the 5th Group Commander and
other officers.

Letds keep
way around the world

ong for opr bratlyees in farng o i

Frank Wisniewski
President

CALL FOR ARTICLES

The Chapter newsletter is for all the members of the
chapter and we have a considerable number of
members who do not reside in the local area. If you
have news or information that is beneficial to the
newsletter, please submit an article or pictures to help
keep members informed. All submissions will be
considered and would be appreciated. Submit articles
to the Communications Director at
douglas.overdeer@us.army.mil.

IN REMEMBRANCE

COL (Ret.) Bob Howard MOH and legend of the 5th
Group recently lost the only fight he ever faced. Bob
passed away on 23 December after battling non-
operable pancreatic cancer that had spread to his liver.

5th Group is handling the memorial services, more
information to follow. The Arlington service for Robert
Howard will be February 22, 2010 at the Fort Meyer
Main Chapel at 1100.

THE BERET
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"Being a member of and commanding the 5™ Special
Forces Group is the highlight of my professional life
because of you Soldiers of the Legion," Conner told the
formation on Gabriel Field. He has served in 5" Group
for much of his 20 years in Special Forces. Conner's
next assignment is with the Joint Staff at the Pentagon.

During the ceremony, all three men focused their
remarks on the accomplishments of the men and women
of the Group, whose continued service make it one of the
most enviable assignments in the SF community,
according to Repass.

"I am among the many that have been quietly amazed to
see and read about the Group's achievements in
combat, and throughout the Middle East," Repass said.
"The extraordinary has become quite the norm for some
of you."

Repass recounted accomplishments the unit has seen
under Conner's leadership, which include multiple
deployments to Iraq, unprecedented improvements in
infrastructure in Group facilities on Fort Campbell, and
being the first SFG in the Army to stand up a fourth line
battalion of Green Berets.

"You represent a distant and storied past, full of valor,
daring and distinction,” Repass said. "You also represent
what Special Forces has become i that is a force that
achieves results on the battlefield far beyond what their
numbers would otherwise indicate, their pay grades
should render, and newspapers would otherwise report
and have us believe."

Commenting on the unit's ability to adapt to change,
Conner described an "ethos which typifies the way we
operate and how we live, no matter how conditions may
change, our teams will find a way to accomplish the task
they have been given. These warriors over the last two
years anticipated change in Iraq and actually had a large
hand in creating much of it."

Highlighting the Group's recent Operation Iragi Freedom
deployment, Conner explained that the essence of what
the Group does on a daily basis during combat
operations has far-reaching effects.

"Yes, we have conducted thousands of combat detention
operations over the last two years capturing thousands
of insurgents and high value targets, rescued children,
put down violent extremists, recovered US persons of
interest, and enabled the taking of Amarah without firing
a single shot," he said.

"But we conducted more key leader engagements with
Iraqi's, we provided more intel reports than any division
on the battlefield, we conducted more training events
with Iragi partners building their capacity to provide for
their own security and enabling them to engender the
support of their local populace.”

3

During one Group rotation to Iraqg, Mitchell served as
Conner's J-3 at the Combined Joint Special Operations
Task Force, overseeing many of those operations.

Mitchell expressed gratitude to be returning to Fort
Campbell after a year attending Harvard's Kennedy
School of Government as a National Security Fellow
from the U.S. Army War College.

Following the ceremony, Mitchell said his goals for
command are to continue the Group's exceptional
record of performance and to successfully navigate
challenges.

"Challenges make life interesting," he said. "Challenges
overcome make life rewarding."

While the Group headquarters and several subordinate
units recently returned from Iraq, other units in Group
recently deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan. @8

/

19 February 201017 Chapter Meeting, Holiday
Inn Express, Oak Grove KY NOMINATIONS
DUE

Key Dates and Upcoming Events

18 March 20101 Chapter Meeting, 5th SFG(A)
Headquarters THIS IS A THURSDAY!

10 April 2010 7 Ballots due for Chapter elections

15 April 2010 i Nominations due for Chapter 38
Educational Assistance Program (see page
6 for additional information)

16 April 2010 7 Chapter Meeting, Holiday Inn
Express, Oak Grove KY ELECTIONS

15 May 20107 Memorial Bike Ride

21 May 20101 Chapter Meeting, 5th SFG(A)
Headquarters

77 13 June 20107 National Convention,
Fayetteville NC

18 June 2010 - Chapter Meeting, Holiday Inn
Express, Oak Grove KY

Long Range

July 201071 Annu al Pool
house (more information to follow)

Party

2171 27 September 2010 i 5th Group Reunion

2171 27 September 2011 i 5th Group 50th
Anniversary Reunion

\
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SFA Chapter XXXVIII Minutes for 20

Recently, we made a change to our meeting location and
included a quarterly meeting at the new 5th Group
Headquarters. The 20 November meeting was held in
the Groupdbs new operations
for their gracious hospitality and support of the Chapter.

The meeting was brought to order at 1800 by President
Frank Wisniewski who led the Pledge of Allegiance and
a moment of silence for our fallen comrades.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION i Frank was joined by
COL Joel Woodward and the 5th Group CSM, Tony
Pettengill, to recognize the efforts of so many individuals
who made so many recent chapter events possible.
Awards were presented to soldiers from 3rd Battalion for
providing vehicles and equipment for the Veterans Day
Parade. Other soldiers from the Group were also
awarded for transportation support during the reunion
and volunteering to assist with the Clarksville half-
marathon. Charles Davi d was
contribution to the
thanks presented to Group with Chapter coins for their
outstanding support of the annual reunion.

REMEMBRANCES AND PRAYERS T Frank gave an
update on members sick or in distress. Our condolences
go out to Ms. Ellie for the death of her father. We also
extend our condolences and prayers to SGM (Ret.) Mark
Vargas as his brother recently passed from
complications due to service in Vietnam and for his wife
who is battling cancer. Group also lost one of its own
recently with the death of SGT Bryan Hastye from 3rd
Battalion.

QUARTERMASTER REPORT i Dave gave an update
on his inventory and even passed out a few t-shirts to
attendees. If you are interested in hats and shirts, he
has them available for purchase during the meetings.

FINANCIAL REPORT i Treasurer Quentin Balot gave
theTreasurerds Report along
casualty and status of committed funds.

TASK FORCE DAGGER FOUNDATION AND
WARRI OR6 S SE ROUMDATION
PRESENTATIONS i Charles K. David gave a
presentation on the Task Force Dagger Foundation and

COL Woodward gave a presentation o n
Promise Foundation. For additional information or to
volunteer your time or services go to
www.taskforcedagger.org and www.warriorspromise.org.

OLD BUSINESS 1 Chapter President, Frank Wisniewski
discussed the membership drive and education
assistance. New members to the chapter will continue to
receive the $350 price break for new lifetime members
until 15 January. Art Garcia continues to chair the
scholarship committee, again, and Doug Overdeer
volunteered to assist with committee duties and

thanke:
Chaptel

t he Wa

November 2009

responsibilities. Deadline for applications for
educational assistance is 15 April.

Art Garcia also graciously
reunion committee for the 50th Anniversary Reunion
scheduled for 2011. A CHAIRMAN IS NEED FOR THE
2010 REUNION COMMITTEE! If you are interested,
please contact Frank Wisniewski.

NEW BUSINESS i Doug Overdeer provided an update
to the Chapter on the status of the communications
initiatives. The ground work for a new website is
underway and will be launched in 2010. Members voted
and turned over responsibility for the website project to
Doug.

The assembled group discussed ways to enhance the
partnership with Group. The first discussion talked
about recruiting more associate members and getting
the word out through the FRG. Another discussion
covered rotating meetings to battalion areas and having
meetings at different times to facilitate cookouts and
picnics.

The last item for discussion was elections. Nomination
ballots will be sent to chapter members and are due to
Frank Wisniewski by 19 February. Elections are
scheduled for the 16 April meeting but absentee ballots
are due by 10 April. Contact Frank for more information.

The formal portion of the meeting concluded at 1922
and everyone adjourned to enjoy the company and tell
war stories. @8

VOTE

N4

If you know someone would make a good
chapter officer i nominate them. Send your
nomination form to Frank Wisniewski NLT 19
FEBRUARY 2010.

Election ballots will be sent out and must be
returned to Frank NLT 10 April 2010 for
individuals who will not be at the 16 April
meeting.

DONOGT FORGET

Elections are on 16 APRIL 2010 so come join
us at 1800 at the Holiday Inn Express, Oak
Grove, Kentucky.

WATCH FOR THE NEW CHAPTER
WEBSITE WITH INFORMATION UPDATES.

THE BERET
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Reunion 2009

The annual 5th Special Forces Group Reunion was a huge success with the newly activated 4™ Battalion
supporting most of the events. Thanks to all that came to the Reunion and mingled with these Warriors and
family members of the 5th Legion, past and present. The weapons familiarization and competition was
enjoyed by everyone. This was the best individual event and included prizes for all. The picnhic was a
resounding success with the 5th Group language lab providing different international foods for all to try; it
competed with the beer trailer for the largest turnout. The Lao i

Veterans Association had a tent with their culture facts and foods to
sample which was set up by Chapter member Major General
Khambang Sibounheuang of the Royal Lao Army. At the banquet,
Jack Bonner was presented an award for his lifetime service and
support of the 5th Special Forces Group and Chapter 38. Jack
served in 5th Group when it was activated and brought back the
colors from Viet Nam. Darcie Stocker, from Chapter 27 in St. Louis
was awarded for her hard work with the SF Casualty Benefit that is
held every year in the St Louis area; the money is donated to the
5th Group Casualty Fund. The hospitality room was a focal point at
the Reunionandwas Mi key Ci oc h 6 sherrswano
that it provided food, drinks, more food, more drinks, and above all - Jjack is presented with his lifetime achievement awar
fellowship. A tip of beret goes out to Karen Stone and Helen Moore  from COL Mitchell and Frank Wisniewski

for handling all the registrations, Wendell Greene for keeping the peace as the Sergeant-at-Arms, Lou and
Joyce Faulkner, Turkey Dave Pawlus, Jeff and Regina Neff, the wrecking crew from St Louis led by Mike and
Darcie Stocker (Smokey, Denise and Flo) - all who helped at the bar. Art and Mary Garcia, Sun Wishiewski,
Alice Greene, and Joyce Faulkner provided the food each night. Entertainment and music was handled by
Susan and Cisco kept everyone up; Mr. Speedo Jim Angers kept the women amused. The reunion is a great
venue to rekindle old friendships and meet new friends. The reunion is open to all regardless of their Special
Forces affiliation; all are welcome to come and enjoy the camaraderie and events. FW &8

Monday, 21 SEPTEMBER 20091 Airborne Operation

The 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) conducted an airborne operation on
Corregidor Drop Zone that included a Royal Laotian foreign wing exchange. MG
Khambang of the Royal Laotian Airborne Department assisted in the jump and presented
Royal Laotian Wings to 250 static line and 48 HALO parachutists. The 160" SOAR
provided an MH-47 Chinook to bring the Soldiers to altitude and let them parachute to
the ground. Families and friends of 5" Special Forces Group came out to the drop zone
and observed their spouses donning their parachutes and exiting the aircraft. The
Eagles Nest provided refreshments and support throughout the day.

Tuesday, 22 SEPTEMBER 2009 i Ranges

The Legion hosted a skeet and trap competition.
This event drew some of the best competitors in the
unit and a great time was had by all. CW4 Randy
Wurst from the Group Force Modernization Section
won the overall event. Shotguns were provided by
the Fort Campbell Skeet Range and ammunition
was available for a minimal cost. Reunion guests
were also invited to attend a Special Operations
Target Interdiction Course (SOTIC) demonstration.

5 THE BERET




The military weapons competition was held allowing Soldiers,
veterans, and family members to compete for bragging rights
and prizes. The event was broken down into categories for
active duty Soldiers, veterans, and family members (male and
female). The competition consisted of a rifle shoot, utilizing an
M4 with iron sights, and a M9 pistol shoot. Scoring was based
on number of target hits with a limited amount of ammunition.
: The overall winner for the rifle shoot was SGM Joe Phister from

. 4™ Battalion, taking home a DPMS AR-15 rifle. The overall
£ o winner for the pistol competition was SFC Ben Fortin from GSB

A taking home a Glock pistol. In addition to the competition, a

: rart weapons familiarization range was established that allowed

guests to fire various weapons including the M4, AK-47, AK-74, Mossberg Shotgun, UZI, M249 SAW, M240B,
PKC, and the MK 44 Minigun.

Wednesday, 23 SEPTEMBER 2009 1 Golf Scramble

The middle of the reunion week included a 5th Special
Forces Group golf scramble. The fierce competition included
96 golfers broken into 4 man teams using a best ball format.
There was a healthy mix of veterans and active duty Soldiers
donning their golfing shoes
rainy conditions the teams all played well with the overall
winners being: 1st place: Andrew Hardy, Chuck Longson,
Matt Nardo. and Brad Vankirk with a winnina score of -9.

Thursday, 24 SEPTEMBER 2009 i Banquet

On Thursday night a 5™ Special Forces Group banquet was
held at Cole Park Commons. It was attended by 350 active duty
Soldiers, spouses, and veterans. Soldiers from the Group provided
historical vignettes that depicted the history and lineage of Special
Forces during Vietnam, Desert Storm, Operation Enduring
Freedom, and Operation Iragi Freedom. During the conduct of the
banquet awards were presented. These include the Donnelly
Award for the Oasis Dining Facility (2" year in a row), the SOCOM
Language Program of the Year award (3™ year in a row), and the
St. Phillip of Neri Award to the following Soldiers for their
contributions: CW4 John Veltri, CW2 Richard Shannon, MSG
Timothy Kreier, MSG Vincent Makela, MSG James Nelson, and MSG Christopher Self.

Jack Nolan and Terry Lee (both center) reminiscing abc

Bobby Steward and his wife Carol the good old days.
6 THE BERET i}




Friday, 25 SEPTEMBER 2009 i Picnic

The culminating event for the week was the annual 5th Special
Forces Group picnic. Over 800 people attended the annual event
despite the imminent threat of rain. The children were delighted to
play on the kidds inflatables or try their climbing
The 160th SOAR provided two AH-6 Aalittl e birdso for a static
demonstration. The Mike Roberts Band provided entertainment and
music. There were a multitude of other displays on hand providing

insight into some of the equipment the Soldiers of
i n combat. These included MRAPOS, GMV 6O s, the JLTV,
SCUBA equipment, various weapon systems, and even an SF-10
parachute trainer. The Group military working dogs provided a Where was all this neat stuff when | was in?
popular demonstration that showcased this new capability within the unit.
Parting Shots:

The Lao laées model traditional dresses Former 5th Group CSM, Joe Da@son Yes, 5th Group has a museum but it is really

ODXJKV DW -DFNTV MRNH called an annex to help keep the secret

Vet erand69 Day

Veterans Day was like always, a time to be proud

of our active military and all the alumni that have

served. A special thanks to the families that stand

besides our service members. This year6s parade
was supported by 3rd Battalion with weapon

systems mounted on their vehicles. We loaded at

Hooters and went to the staging area at Austin

Peay University. The parade route was filled with

young and old saluting as we went by. After the

parade, we met Hooters and the troops from 3rd

Battalion showed up after turning in weapons.

Camaraderie was shared and everyone had a blast

eating oysters and other delicacies with plenty of

cold refreshments. Thanks goes out to Wil Barbur,

Heidi and Ron Hubbard, MG KB, and Sun

Wisniewski for donating to the bill for refreshments

for the team and Brandy Vaughn for the free

carwash tokens that were giving out along the route. Oh, | did forget to give a big big tip of the beret to Mallory,
our Hooters girl who is Ms. November 2010 in the Hooters calendar, for her outstanding work in keeping the
young and the old happy during our stay for the day. FW &
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